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        	Non-Hunting Firearm Owners and Sport Shooters Overwhelmingly Support the Federal Aid in Wildlife Restoration Program        
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        	Texas Game Warden Timothy Walker Named SEAFWA Officer of the Year        
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        	MDC Director Sara Parker Pauley announces retirement after decades-long career in public service        
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	Documents and materials Documents produced and provided by SEAFWA leadership and committees 
	Journal and Proceedings Articles SEAFWA's peer-reviewed professional journal and conference proceedings
	Career Opportunities Positions offered by SEAFWA-member agencies and collaborators
	Scholarships SEAFWA Law Enforcement Chiefs award three $1,000 scholarships annually
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            The Foundation for Southeastern Fish and Wildlife Agencies is a 501c3 organization sponsoring cooperative fish and wildlife programs among member states and other entities to address issues of mutual interest and to benefit fish and wildlife resources.
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              Marcus K. Measells

              Stephen C. Grado

              Louis M. Capella

          

  
            In recent years, conflicting viewpoints on natural resource management in Mississippi have existed between the Mississippi Department of Wildlife, Fisheries and Parks (MDWFP) and forest industry. The continuing success of commercial forestry as a leading economic activity in Mississippi depends, in part, on a successful communication and education program by the forestry community (e.g., large private corporations, smaller firms, public agencies and organizations, non-governmental organizations, and universities) targeted to constituency groups such as MDWFP and the general public. Our study developed a foundation for this task. Our objective was to determine the values, attitudes, and perceptions of MDWFP's administration, technical staff, and conservation officers regarding Mississippi's forest industry. We conducted focus groups to collect qualitative information and develop survey questions and then mailed a survey measuring MDWFP personnel's values, attitudes, perceptions, and needs regarding the forest industry. Survey results indicated agency personnel had differing attitudes concerning forest industry (P = 0.000). There were significant differences in the attitudes of the technical staff and administration, both of which tended to be slightly more negative toward forestry and forest industry (P = 0.382) than conservation officers. Administrators had mixed attitudes towards forest industry in general, and were in favor of receiving information if it was on a local level. The technical staff had more negative attitudes towards industry, particularly in regard to environmental issues. Conservation officers had significantly more favorable attitudes toward forestry and forest industry than the technical staff and administrators (P = 0.000, P = 0.001, respectively) and wanted to receive additional information. Although the agency is willing to work with forest industry and the forestry community on wildlife issues affected by forest management activities, there needs to be a well-planned, good faith communication and education effort on both sides addressing the needs of each.
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