
    
      Skip to main content
    
    
      
              

      
        
          
    
  
    
      
  
      Search
  
  
  Search


  
  
  







  

      
      [image: Home]
    
      
            User account menu


      
      	
                                        Log in
              


  

  

  


                          
            Toggle navigation
            
            
            
          
                

      


                    
            
                  
    
  
    
      
  
      Search
  
  
  Search


  
  
  







  


            User account menu


      
      	
                                        Log in
              


  

  

  
    

      
	
	    
	    
	    
	
	
	  
	    	
      
              
      Home    
    

	
      
      About    
    
  
    
  
    
  
    

      
            
Who we are

	Member Agencies
	Committees
	Staff




Association leadership

	SEAFWA Officers
	Agency Directors
	Fisheries Administrators
	Law Enforcement Administrators
	Wildlife Administrators






      
  








    
  
    

      
            
What we do

	About SEAFWA
	Bylaws



	Committees
	Initiatives
	Collaborators
	News
	Events
	Awards
	Student Scholarships 






      
  











  
  






  




	
      
      News    
    
  
    
  
    
  
    

      
  
    
      
      News about Association actions, agencies, and individual members.

    

      
      
        
	  [image: Two people preparing to shoot firearms at a range]


        	Non-Hunting Firearm Owners and Sport Shooters Overwhelmingly Support the Federal Aid in Wildlife Restoration Program        
	  [image: Texas Game Warden Badge]


        	Texas Game Warden Timothy Walker Named SEAFWA Officer of the Year        
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            Understanding space use patterns of wildlife may be useful to spatially plan habitat management options and understand how species use resources on a landscape. Spatial fidelity can be defined as the tendency of an animal to maintain similar space use patterns among periods of interest and can be described in terms of differences in dispersion of points and shift in central tendency. However, little information is available concerning spatial fidelity in wild turkeys (Meleagris gallopavo). Therefore, we investigated seasonal spatial fidelity of male and female eastern wild turkeys (M. g. silvestris) on the Tallahala Wildlife Management Area (TWMA) in central Mississippi during 1984-1996. We estimated dispersion between seasons as the mean distance between each location and the bivariate median. We estimated shifts in space use patterns as the distance between bivariate median centers for consecutive seasons. We also used habitat data to determine if habitat needs influenced observed fidelity patterns of males. Both sexes displayed spatial shift, dispersional differences, both shift and dispersion, or neither between consecutive seasons. Spatial shift may have been related to habitat preferences. Males had similar dispersion across seasons indicating consistent space use patterns. Decreased dispersion of locations during preincubation by females may have been related to concentrated searches for nest sites. Spatial shift between spring and summer for males may have been related to movements associated with spring breeding. Spatial shifts observed in a turkey population may be indicative of individuals seeking preferred habitat and may identify absent habitat type(s) or habitat association(s) in a given area.



      
      
              Miller-475-487.pdf106.56 KB

          

  
  
    Publication date

              March 1, 2001


          


  
    Starting page

              475

          


  
    Ending page

              487

          


  
    ID

              6729

          


  





  


              

                

  


            
    
      
        
          
                            
    
      
  Contacts

  

        
      	
                                        Staff
              
	
                                        Officers
              
	
                                        Committees
              


  

  

  


                      

          
                          
                      

          
                          
                      

        

      

    

  


    
    












































































  